
ELIOT-HINE MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Heather Schoell, President | Le’Shawn Weeks, Vice President | Suzanne Wells, Secretary | 

Kristina Vidal, Treasurer | Vacant, Teacher Representative | Arnoldo Jimenez, Parliamentarian 

 

Eliot-Hine PTO Meeting Minutes April 12, 2017 | 6 PM | Media Center 
 
The meeting started at 6:09 pm. 
 
The March 2017 PTO minutes were approved with no changes. 
 
Principal Remarks 
 

1.  National Junior Honor Society 
- The school is starting a National Junior Honor Society. 
- Students will be selected based on their grade point average, participation in school-based 

activities, and service hours. 
- Induction ceremony scheduled for May 23 (note it will now be May 30). 

2. 8th Grade Community Projects  
- A group of Eastern students are going to help some of the 8th graders on their projects. 

3. After School Discipline Issues 
- A group of Eastern students, Eastern Eagle Eyes) will be outside watching after school to be 

sure students are safe. 
- Some problems have been happening at the metro.  Mr. Green is going to be going to the 

metro each day around 3:30 pm. 
4. VISTA Volunteer 

- Next year the school will have a VISTA volunteer who will be focused on increasing 
participation of families.  The VISTA volunteer will be working with the school’s partners like 
Flamboyan.  The Office of Family Engagement is paying for the VISTA volunteer. 

- VISTA volunteer hasn’t been identified. 
5.  SY17/18 Budget and Staffing 

- Next year’s budget will allow for 0.5 librarian,1.5 PE teacher, and  
1.0 Spanish teacher 

- Concerns were expressed that the staffing model doesn’t support the 2017 DCPS staffing plan 
that says two fulltime world language and a fulltime librarian are needed.  

- Concerns were expressed that the world language staffing won’t allow for immersion classes.  
The immersion classes were effectively used during open houses to showcase the school’s 
academic rigor. 

- Joe raised concerns about effectiveness of 0.5 teachers given that they can’t devote all their 
attention to one school. 

- Goal next year will be to have advanced English and Math when there is an English Language 
and Math teacher per grade. 

- Discussed hope that Department of Behavioral Health will reverse its policy to withdraw the 
full-time licensed clinical therapist.  Ms. Vargas believes the school has an urgent need for a 
guidance counselor.  A question was raised about the role of the In-School Suspension room 
plays in addressing student behavior issues. 

- Ms. Gordon said that there could be reprogramming requests made to the staffing plan, if 
justified 

 
6. SY17/18 Staffing Positions 

- Ms. Vargas expects to hire for three to four new positions.  She said she would welcome input 
on the hires. 



 
7. The school received $300K in at-risk funds, roughly distributed as follows: 

- $3K  Technology 
- $13K Education supplies 
- $5K  Clubs and Activities 
- $48K Social/emotional support 
- $195K Middle grade investment for teachers 

 
The school also received $294K in at-risk funds. 
 
8. The District is supporting a social/emotional curriculum next school year as part of the middle 

school investment.  It is also supporting accelerated math modules for 6th and 7th graders next 
year 
 

9. School administration division of responsibilities: 
- Ms. Vargas – 6th grade 
- Ms. Watson – 7th grade and IB Coordination 
- Mr. Lockhart – 8th grade 

 
10.  Parent participation on school committees is allowed. 

 
International Night 

 
- Scheduled for June 2, 2017. 

 
Classroom Libraries 
 

- Lexile labeled books are now available for individual classrooms. 
 
Funding Chromebooks 
 

- Kristina Vidal suggested proceeds from snack sales. 
 
Teacher Appreciation 
  

- $600 is available 
- Discussed providing lunch and cupcakes 
- Ms. Harrington said she would talk with teachers about what they wanted. 
 

Calendar Development 
 

- Amy Weedon suggested creating a school master calendar. 
- Ms. Vargas asked that this be done the first week in June. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm 
 
  


